
PACIFIC COUNTY COMBINED SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS
Pacific County, Washington
January 1, 1990 Through December 31, 1992

Schedule Of Findings - Pacific County Fire Protection District No. 1

1. Pacific County Fire Protection District No. 1 (PCFPD 1) Should Not Transfer Funds To
The Firemen's Association Without Valuable Consideration

For the period under audit we noted the following payments to Peninsula Fire Protection
District No. 1 Firemen's Association (Association), for which we were unable to ascertain
a public purpose, or reciprocal consideration:

Pursuant to PCFPD 1 Resolution No. 92-3 $1,518 in fire fighters
clothing allowance was paid to the Association (69 fire fighters at $22
each).

In October 1991,  PCFPD 1 was paid $3,377 for the services of four fire
fighters dispatched to the Spokane Unified Fire Command to perform
fire suppression services in Spokane County.  The PCFPD 1 passed this
payment on to the Association rather than paying the fire fighters.

Pursuant to an agreement between the PCFPD 1 and the Association, the
PCFPD 1 pays the Association $817 monthly, to "respond to requests
for services of its members."  We found no measurable service
performed by the association.

In effect PCFPD 1 is transferring public funds which are subject to numerous restrictions
and oversights to a private association which is not bound by such restrictions.

Article 8, Section 7, of the Washington State Constitution states in part:

. . . no . . . municipal corporation shall hereafter give any money or
property . . . to or in aid of any individual, association, company, or
corporation . . . .

PCFPD 1 commissioners were apparently unaware of this prohibition.

We recommend PCFPD 1 cease diverting public funds to Peninsula Fire Protection
District No. 1 Firemen's Association unless consideration and public purpose can be
documented.


